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right of any American book that is published for the first time, or
simultaneously with its first American publication, in a unionist coun-
try. To secure International Copyright protection the author should
arrange through his publisher to have his book published in Great
Britain or Canada on the same day it is published in the United States.
The two-week interval allowed by British countries is not accepted by
the other unionist countries.

The duration of the copyright is governed by the country of origin,
but if publication occurs simultaneously in a unionist country and a
non-unionist country, the unionist country governs the term. In most
countries it extends for 50 years after the author's death.

It should be remembered that with countries with whom we have
reciprocal copyright agreements, our copyright relation is according
to that agreement, not through the International Copyright Union,
even though we have published simultaneously in a Union country. In
Italy, for example, a deposit copy is required; in Spain, registration.

Most South American countries belong to the Buenos Aires Conven-
tion, according to which publication in any signatory country, with a
notice of the reservation of rights, protects a book in all signatory
countries. Nevertheless almost all countries have individual formalities
that authors 'first publishing* there must observe. To make sure of
South American rights it is well to deal through an authorized South
American agent.

Please explain what the relation between American copyright and
British copyright is and what are the regulations governing British
copyright.

Although United States copyright is based on the earlier British
law, there are today several fundamental differences.

(a) UNPUBLISHED WORKS:

All unpublished works of British subjects or residents are protected
in Britain by statutory copyright rather than at common law. In the
United States, literary works' are protected at common law until pub-
lication and only works capable of public performance and execution
(lectures, music, drama, art, et cetera) may be copyrighted before
publication. Works of this type, if copyrighted in the United States,
are automatically protected in Great Britain, but only for the duration
of their American copyright (28 plus 28 years), If they are later pub-
lished they must conform to British copyright requirements.